
5th Annual Bridge Campaign 
In 1991, the Zeeland Action Coalition sponsored a Town Meeting to discuss the needs of youth in 

the Zeeland community. Much of the discussion centered on the need for more structured and su-

pervised alternatives for youth during after school hours. People came away from this meeting dis-

cussing the need to build a youth center for the Zeeland community. 

It was from this meeting that the vision for the Bridge Youth Ministry Center was born. Studies and 

other research were conducted, including a local study conducted by the Search Institute, which 

surveyed a large number of public and Christian middle and high school youth in the Zeeland 

school district and the surrounding area. Among other things, this survey revealed some disturbing 

facts about the prevalence of drinking, drug use, sexual activity, aggressive/violent 

behavior, eating disorders, depression, and even suicide attempts among local teens.  

The study also unearthed a community-wide recognition of the need for a safe place 

for kids to congregate; a place that provides activities, structure, and security.   

The individuals studying this need also discovered some other disturbing informa-

tionðpublished by the Barna Research Group.  This research demonstrated that na-

tionally only 4% of youth have made a commitment to Jesus Christ as their personal 

Lord and Savior.  In addition, research also shows that the chances of making a faith 

commitment to Jesus Christ after the age of 13 are very slim.  While local demograph-

ics suggest a somewhat better situation, recent community analysis still show that ap-

proximately 50% of Zeeland area families are not involved with a church.  This sug-

gests that more than two-thirdsðperhaps upwards of three-quartersðof the youth of 

this area have not made a commitment to Christ.  To make matters even more criti-

cal, of the overall 200 students that attend the Bridge each week, over 70% do not 

claim to have a church affiliation and less than 15% claim to be part of a youth 

group. 

These factors combined clearly demonstrate a powerful need for a local outreach-

oriented community ministry center for area youth.  In 2001, thanks to wide-spread 

community support, The Bridge Youth Ministry Center was born. 
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November and December mark the Bridge Youth Ministry Centerôs Annual Fundraising Drive.   
While we have increased our participants in all levels of giving, we are still $34,000 short of our 2011 annual budget.  Please help 

us meet our operating expenses so that we can, with Godôs help, continue to meet the needs of area kids. 
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òThe Drop-In at the Bridge Ministry Center is a 

place where you can always come to feel like you 

are home. People there always care about you and 

love you right where you are. They never turn their 

backs on you.ó 

--Kyle, Student at Zeeland West 

 

òThe Bridge to Excellence program has helped out 

my daughter so much. She is more confident in 

her ability to do homework and in herself. It was 

great to see her smiles when she knew she had 

made the honor roll. Thanks.ó 

--Michelle, mother of student 

ñAs an alternative intervention to sending a 

student to an empty home, Suspending 

Bridges gives them a place where there are 

other people who care, provides opportuni-

ties to make connections, a chance to share 

feelings/issues that are going on, participate 

in a structured day, helps them take respon-

sibility for the discipline issue that they 

were suspended for which they wonôt get if 

they just went home. Itôs a much more ef-

fective option than sending them home or 

even sitting in school for an in school sus-

pension.ò
                       

 --David Moore, Cityside MS  



Check us out! 
To know what is going on at The Bridge Youth Minis-

try Center, check us out online at: 

www.bymczeeland.org 

Here you can find information about our organization 

and our programs along with hours and ways that 

you can partner with us to help meet the needs of 

area kids.   

 

 

 

September 11, 2011, was not only the 10th anniversary of the terrorists attacks on our country; it also marks 

the 10th anniversary that the Bridge has served the Zeeland community.  In the 10 years, we have worked 

with over 4600 disadvantaged youth through our various programs.  Our programs are based on keeping kids 

safe, loved and valued in an environment surrounded by caring volunteers committed to showing Christ 

through their actions and words.  While the demographics of Zeeland students have made a dramatic shift 

over the past ten years, our commitment and dedication to the needs of our community kids remains as con-

sistent as ever before.  To borrow the title of Bill Hybels book, the following is a story of a recent student who 

came to us through the Suspended Bridges program and is a great example of how anyone in our community 

can ñJust Walk Across the Room.ò  

 

Last week we had a suspended student, a 12 year old from a local MS.  This young man was in his 16th school 

in his 12 years and was with his 6th foster care home in 14 months.  The reason for suspension was a series of 

little things but ultimately, the school felt it really important to give him a couple days with us, as they had just 

been informed by the foster care parents that they were "getting rid" of the young man in 8 days.  At the time, 

the 12 year old had no idea about the upcoming move, only that his time with us would be another place to 

spend a day where someone claimed to want him.  As only God plans it, last Thursday was a day when only 

two of us were in the office, and I had my schedule full of appointments.  We spent the day doing some home-

work, talking, washing dishes at Cafe 58, talking about fishing, washing windows at the Bridge, shooting hoops 

and ultimately just talking about maybe not aiming paper wads at people so much.  We made plans for Friday, 

with intent to go fishing.  Friday morning came and he was not at school.  His foster parents had taken him a 

day early to his grandparents, who he was supposed to spend time with over the weekend.  So while it was dis-

appointing we did not get to go fishing with him, it was good that he was able to spend time with his grandpar-

ents.  On Wednesday of this week, I was supposed to be up at Crystal Mountain attending a conference.  I was 

supposed to be learning about the changes with AmeriCorps expectations.  While I am sure this is a very impor-

tant meeting and one I should be at, I have to tell you that last night I really felt that I needed to back out.  I 

called the Director of Good Samaritan Center, explained the circumstances and arranged to get all the info I 

need without having to take the time away.  

The next morning I walked in the office, checked my messages and found out the school had called asking us to 

take the same young man that day.  I went to school to pick him up and was told that all he has talked 

about since his time with us last week has been how much he enjoyed his time with us.  On our walk from 

school, the child shared  that tomorrow morning, he was going to be brought to a new foster care home (#7) in 

      Muskegon.  As we continued our walk to the Bridge, he 

      talked about cars and shared with me our promise to go 

fishing.  Needless to say, today we do not worry about 

homework, he is going to spend some time riding in a clas-

sic car owned by one of our volunteers and that afternoon . 

. . . we went fishing!   

Monday: 7:30-2:45 Suspending Bridges 

  2:45-5:00 Bridge 2 Excellence 

  3:45-5:30 Stepping StonesñElementary  

  6:00-8:00 I am Third Basketballñin season 

 

Tuesday: 7:30-2:45 Suspending Bridges 

  2:45-5:00 Drop-In 

 

Wednesday: 7:30-2:45 Suspending Bridges 

  2:45-5:00 Bridge 2 Excellence 

   

Thursday: 7:30-2:45 Suspending Bridges 

  2:45-5:00 Drop-In 

  6:00-8:00 I am Third Basketballñin season 

 

Friday:  7:30-2:45 Suspending Bridges 

  2:45-5:00 Bridge 2 Excellence/Bridging Out 

 

Upcoming Special Events at the Bridge 

Tuesday, November 17th - Drop-In donation for His Harvest Stand 

Thursday, December 1stñI am Third Basketball begins practice 

Thursday, December 15thñDrop-In Christmas Party 

Fifth Annual Bridge Campaign Newsletter 

The mission of the 

Bridge Youth Ministry 

Center is to be a 

source of community 

strengths, meeting 

the needs of youth 

through programs, 

activities, facilities, 

and events that help 

youth develop in 

healthy ways while at 

the same time 

reaching out to them 

in the name of Jesus 

to draw them into a 

relationship with Him. 

We are blessed to be 

Nov-Dec 2011 

10 Years of Service in the Community 



 

Bridging Out  
To the Community     

When:   Every other Friday from 2:45 When:   Every other Friday from 2:45 ðð  5:005:00  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________   
DESCRIPTION     OF     THE     PROGRAM  

 

Bridging Out is a program which consists of a Service Team created of an Adult volunteer, a 

High School peer mentor, and Middle School youths. 

The goal is to teach kids the joy of providing service to others and learning how one person 

can make a difference in the lives of someone in need. 

Students are provided leadership training and given group service projects to plan and de-

velop for other programming at the Bridge. 

Each Monday, the team meets at the Bridge at approximately 2:45. 

From 2:45 to 3:00, a brief meeting to open with devotions, pray and focus on the requirements 

of the dayõs service project. 

At 3:00, the volunteer takes the team members to the service location and completes the task 

for that day. 

The service project is targeted for completion by approx. 4:30 to allow for discussion. 

The team will arrive back at the Bridge by 5:00 and the service time completed. 

òImpactó meetings are held throughout the school year. These serve as òconnectingó events; 

offering parents, churches and service opportunity providers the chance to come together to 

share a meal and discuss their experiences. 

Please contact the Bridge at 772-3842 and ask for Monica or Jed, if you have any further 

questions, have a service opportunity, volunteer or wish to involve your child in this program. 

 

 

210 E. Main St., Zeeland  

(616) 772-3843 



Bridging  

Out 

 

is a lot 

of work 

 

But itôs 

a lot of  

fun 

 

too! 


