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Mid-Year Challenges

The Bridge Youth Ministry
Center has always been blessed
beyond expectations. As stu-
dent needs change, more and
more hours have been provided
to meet these ever growing de-
mands. As a faith-based non-
profit God has provided despite
our worries and concern. As
2011 gets near the mid-way
point several challenges have
come to the forefront that could
make a significant difference in
how we meet the ever growing
needs of our community kids.
Regardless of how you stand on
the political issues of the day,
some of the hot issues our con-
gress folks are dealing with may
have far reaching implications at
the Bridge.

At the Federal level, the budget
has become a fierce battle.
Being strongly considered for
elimination is the partially
funded AmeriCorps program
that is being targeted in an effort
to help reduce the size of the
national budget. Since expand-
ing our programming in 2004,
The Bridge has used Ameri-
Corps members to help provide
the necessary staffing assistance
throughout our six programs.

Currently, AmeriCorps provides
over 60 hours per week of men-
toring , community service and
program assistance each week; as
well as another 30 hours of men-
tor recruitment. The Bridge pays
approximately $15,000 per year
for this opportunity, so it is easy
to see how significant the elimi-
nation of AmeriCorps would
have on our staffing.

Another Federal budgeting issue
is the threat to eliminate tax
credits for charitable dona-
tions. Every church and non-
profit should have equal concerns
about the potential threat of this
proposed item. Asa 501 ¢3 non-
profit, charitable donations is our
sole source of revenue. It is with
these donations that we run our
entire organization. 23 area
churches, over 50 area businesses
and 250 charitable individuals
financially support your local
youth center. Any obstacle that
may make this process more dif-
ficult is not a benefit to the
Bridge or the kids in Zeeland.

Despite these concerns, the
Bridge must press on in serving
our community and the kids who
rely on us. For the past 10 years
the Bridge has operated with

cement only on its gym floor.
The floor has become increas-
ingly slippery and the time has
come for us to put on some type
of covering to this well used
floor. We have explored all
different types of flooring and
settled on the most cost-
efficient means of carpeting
designed for our type of usage.
We believe keeping kids Safe,
Loved and Valued is essential to
who we are, and in this instance
keeping kids safe must extend to
our pocket books as well. One
local company has already do-
nated a commercial size vacuum
and others have pledged there
support in helping us pay off
this nearly $20,000 non-
budgeted expenditure.

Finally, Cran-Hill Ranch has
provided us the unique ability to
take our kids to camp. So, on
June 14-16 and July 19-21, we
will be taking approx. 20 kids
along with AmeriCorps and
volunteers to Cran-Hill Ranch
for three days of fun and getting
to know Christ like never be-
fore. If you would like to spon-
sor a student , the cost is $50 per
student. -Jed
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March Premier Mentoring Award

years, so it was a wonderful chance to

. SO . con-
recognize her in this capacity. The

The Bridge Youth Ministry Center had
. tinuity that

the opportunity to honor Carol Zuverink

with the Premier Men- CarO_l lends
toring Award in March. to this pro-
. gram not
Representative Joe iust for the
just fo
Haveman was here to students,
present Carol with this but for
distinguished award.. A Ameri-
Carol has been working BN Corps also
with The Bridge since is un-
Fall of 2005. She has " matched.

worked with a number of

’ rt
middle school students through the Carol truly has a servant’s hea

and genuine interests in seeing “our llcllds
succeed. We are so grateful to have ha

the good for-
~—— tune of recog-
nizing Carol
and having
her on our
team of out-
standing
mentors.

-Jackie

{ Adam came in on Tuesday all excited
: and after only 2 weeks in the B2E -
. Program he has gottep, an 87% and an :
: 81% on his math quizzes. He was g0 :
. happy he said “Maybe I'm not a sty- -
. pid as [ thought [ was > :

A new student to B2E is also on the
Bridge’s I Am Third basketball team,
We planned to use our new intern to
help the new student with his home-
work. However, one of the high
school peer mentors requested that he
work with the new student because he
was already working with him on the
basketball team. It jg great to see this
high school peer mentor take this role
so seriously. His commitment leve]
has really made a difference.
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0 create handcrafted cards to send to soldiers §
youth from the Bridge, both residents <

on the blank cards, I addition, many =

oldier and prayers for their loved ones §
decorated 61 cards and they wil] be shipped in §
The cards range from "Thinking of You" to <
ons of prayer and encouragement. Everyone <
the cards and Interacting with each other g
<
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John came to the Bridge @
© never being here before and ¢
not knowing what to except @
¢ fromus. This youngman ¢
¢ made a mistake and was sus-
pended from schoo. Every P'S
day he helps his brother with PS
cerebral palsy get off the bus
because he can’t do it on his
* own. His brother doesn’t
speak, cannot eat,andising @
wheel chair, and yetJohn @
makes sure that he js taken ¢
O care of everyday after school. 2 3
¢ He has never met his real dad
¢ but does have a great father P'S
figure in the home that he PS
P looks up to and calls Dad.

© Aspart of the Career Explo- X3
¢ ration portion of the day we ®
U'S went over to Zeeland TS
Schwinn. Rich took John PS
thinking that he would only
be there for an hour or so. ¢
* We found out that John loves *
2 to work on bikes, and does so ®
all the time in hig neighbor- ¢
hood for all the Iittle kids. ¢
¢ Not only did John go there ¢
¢ before lunch, and went back
¢ after lunch becauge Rich in-
PS vited him. Here js 3 young DS
man that loves putting stuff
together, getting to work with
a business owner in the com-

*

*

: munity, how great is that? :
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Upcoming Events

Summer Camps 2011
Get ready for three days packed | ‘)% How Much W,” Camp Cost’? vf"- High Ropes Course
G fhwe ' |

with excitement and fun! Come § ks ¢

with us to Cran-Hill Ranch and S8  Camp will cost only $50 for each '3 &
experience cool N R student! i . Campfire and Smores

activities while building stronger

relationships with your friends. L. Y . .
This includes three days of food, | Swimming

transportation, and all the exciting

We will enjoy campfires, swim- activities.

ming, hiking, fishing on the lake,
and many other fun adventures.
We will also be talking about

Low Ropes Course

serving God by Fishing
helping others and our
community. Canoeing
Hiking

Along with all of the fun and ex-
citement, the high ropes course,
team building activities, and the

rock-climbing wall will challenge Scavenger Hunt

us to work
together as a team and tackle Rock Wall
obstacles.
Basketball
Only $50 to sponsor a child to When ? June 16-18 or July 19-21
camp.

= Where? Cran-Hill Ranch
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THE BRIDGE YOUTH
MINISTRY CENTER

WWW.BYMCZEELAND.ORG

BYMC Mission
210 E Main
Zeeland, M1 49464 The mission of the BridgeYouth Ministry Center is to be a
source of community strengths, meeting the needs of youth
Phone: 616-772-3843 through programs, activities, facilities, and events that help

E-mail: jed.mulder@bymczeeland.org
youth deve]op in healtby ways while at the same time reach-

ing out to them in the name qf Jesus to draw them into a re-

lationship with Him.

We are blessed to be a blessing!
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I Corinthians 9:22-23 - "I have become all things to all men, so that
by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of
the gospel, that I might share in its blessings."




